PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA,

2026 PPC STATE IMAGE COMPETITION RULES

DEADLINE AND FEES

1. The PPC Photographic Image Competition will take place on September 19-

20, 2026, starting at 9 am via www.printcompetition.com and Zoom.

Registration opens on August 12, 2026 at 12:01 am Pacific time.

Deadline to enter ends September 12, 2026 at midnight Pacific time.

Images are to be registered online at www.printcompetition.com (a membership

with printcompetition.com is required).

5. Entry registration fee is $25.00 per image with a maximum of 6 images entered
before September 1, 2026. Entry registration fee for non-PPC members is $35.00
before September 1, 2026.

6. Entries registered after September 1, 2026 will be $35.00 for PPC members and
$45.00 per image for non-PPC members.

7. Critiques are included in registration. All images will be critiqued, September 20,
2026 via Zoom, starting 9 am.

i N

# IMAGES 1 2 3 4 s .
PPC PREMIUM |  ALL

MEMBERS | DATES | $25 | $50 | $75 | $100 | $100 | $100
PPCPRO& | pmior

MEMBERS

PPC PRO &

ASSOCIATE | ATT-S | $35 | §70 | $105 | $140 | $175 | $210
MEMBERS

NON-PPC PRIOR

MEMBERS | SEPT{ | $35 | $70 | $105 | $140 | $175 | $210
NON-PPC AFTER

MEMBERS | SEPT{ | $45 | $90 | $135 | $180 | $225 | $270
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PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA,

2026 PPC STATE IMAGE COMPETITION RULES

ELIGIBILITY

9.

. All image processing, manipulation, or rendering, were done by the entrant or

under their direct supervision of the entrant.

The entrant has obtained and has access to all necessary releases (model or
property) and agrees that PPC shall be held harmless against all claims and
liabilities arising out of PPC's display, publication, promotion and/or other use of
each image submitted in this competition.

The entrant's name shall not appear anywhere in or on the face of the entry.

No entry will be eligible if it has been made under the supervision of an instructor
or as a class assignment. All images submitted must be self-directed.

If an entry, in the good-faith opinion of PPC’s Image Competition Committee,
violates copyright, trademark, or any other applicable laws, that entry shall not be
displayed or published.

If an image has been awarded an exhibition merit in any previous PPC
competitions, it may not be entered.

Entries of the same subject in multiple images will be allowed, as long as the
images are entirely different concepts.

An artificial intelligence (Al) generated image is not deemed to be a photographic
image since it is created by the Al system and contains no image captured by the
entrant. Therefore, this type of image will not be accepted.

Images entered in the International Photographic Competition (IPC) and medaled
are not eligible.

10.Entries merited in Professional Photographers of America (PPA) Merit Image

Review (MIR) will be allowed to be entered.

11.Permitted Ai-enhancement: includes editing tools that perform transformations,

enhancements, or corrections based exclusively on the existing pixel data
captured in the maker’'s original image without introducing externally sourced
content.

12.Prohibited Ai-enhancement: includes any Ai-assisted processes for synthetic

image generation that incorporates external image data, visual elements, textures,
objects, or scenes not originally present in the maker’s original image are
prohibited.
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PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA,

2026 PPC STATE IMAGE COMPETITION RULES

DIGITAL FILE SUBMISSION

1. Images are to be registered online at www.printcompetition.com (Membership
required).

2. Files must be sized so that the longest dimension is 4000 pixels. Each file must
contain an embedded color profile of either sSRGB or Adobe RGB (1998) quality
size 10 and be saved as a .jpeg. The total file size should not exceed 4.0 MB.

3. Files will be automatically named and numbered by www.printcompetition.com.

4. Titles are required for each image.

Failure to comply with these submission rules may result in disqualification of entries.
The decision of PPC is final.

CATEGORY DESIGNATION

e COMMERCIAL/ILLUSTRATIVE: Industrial, architecture, tabletop,
advertising, stock and aerial images. Cropping, rotating, selective dodge and
burn, reducing noise, sharpening, adjusting color/black & white, applying
grain, and minor retouching is allowed.

e LANDSCAPE: Images of landscapes, seascapes, cityscapes, and
nightcaps being the dominant subject. People may appear in the image.
Cropping, rotating, selective dodge and burn, reducing noise, sharpening,
adjusting color, black & white, applying grain, and minor retouching is
allowed. Photo stitching, focus stacking, and multi-exposure are allowed if it
is shot at the same time and in the same places as a consecutive sequence,
seconds or minutes apart.

e NATURE: Images where the flora and/or fauna are the dominant subject
and no man-made objects are visible.

e OPEN: Images representing an alternative type of creativity. Consists of
images, scenic, pictorials and similar subject matter. Portraits and weddings
are not appropriate for this category.

e PETS & DOMESTIC ANIMALS: Portraits of a companion animal or
animals, as well as domesticated livestock animals. Wildlife, wild animals,
and zoo animals are not allowed in this category.
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PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA,

2026 PPC STATE IMAGE COMPETITION RULES

PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTIST: Images may include composites and
painting. May include stock photography, photographs, or artwork from other
artist(s), with written consent. Entrants are required to include guide images
so that the judges understand the process used and techniques involved in
creating the final image.

PORTRAIT: Lighting and posing should portray and enhance the personality
and character of the subject. Images that use extensive makeup or props to
transform the natural appearance must be entered in the lllustrative Category.

REPORTAGE: Images that illustrate an actual public or non-public event,
life, an area of human interest, telling news that has meaning in the context or
record of events, high impact, and/or lasting emotional response. Images that
illustrate sporting events are included in this category. ONLY basic color and
brightness adjustments, cropping, dodging and burning are allowed, minor
sharpening is allowed. ONLY single-capture images will be accepted.
Composite and multiple exposure images will not be accepted. The originally
captured image (in RAW or JPG) must be available if requested by the judging
committee.

WEDDING/EVENT: Images created in connection with an actual wedding
or related social event. Included are Bar/Bat Mitzvah and Quinceaneras.

WILDLIFE: Images must depict actual wildlife in a natural habitat.
Cropping, rotating, selective dodge and burn, reducing noise, sharpening,
adjusting color/black-white, applying grain, and minor retouching is allowed.
Photo stitching, focus stacking, and multi-exposure are allowed as long as it
is shot at the same time and in the same places as a consecutive sequence,
seconds or minutes apart.

YEARLY THEME: This year's theme showcases image of “Doors”.
Composite and non-composite images and highly manipulated images
(Photoshop or similar) are allowed in this themed category. Allimages of “Doors”
should be placed in this category when entering.
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PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA,

2026 PPC STATE IMAGE COMPETITION RULES

AWARDS & MERITS (PPC MEMBERS ONLY)

PPC members in good standing will be eligible for merits and awards.

Student and vendor memberships are not eligible for merits and awards.

Images scoring 80-84 points will be awarded one (1) PPC Exhibition Merit.
Images scoring 85-100 points will be awarded two (2) PPC Exhibition Merits.
Images scoring 85-100 will be accepted in the PPC Prime Image Collection.

A maximum of four (4) entries scores may be applied toward the California
Master’s Degree.

Scores will be posted on www.ppconline.com within ten (10) days after the
competition ends.

8. The State Photographic Image Award Ceremony will be held in January 2027 .

oabhwh=

~

PPC STATE PHOTOGRAPHIC AWARDS

Photographer of the Year: The Photographer of the Year is awarded to the entrant with
highest total score of (4) four images. In the case of a tie, the competition committee will
determine the finalist.

Aspiring Photographer Award: The Aspiring Photographer Award to the 15t time entrant
with the highest total score of (3) three images will determine the winner. In case of a tie,
a fourth image will be added to the total. In the case of a tie, the competition committee
will determine the finalist.

Top Ten Photographer Award: The 10 highest scoring entrants will be awarded a Top
Ten Photographer award. If there is a tie, the highest and lowest scores of those entrants
will be added then divided by four to the point that will break the tie.

Category Photographer of the Year: Category Photographer of the Year will be chosen
by the judges from entries that score 80 points and above in each category.

Best of Show Award: The Best of Show entry is chosen by the judges from category
winners.

Judge’s Choice Award: Each judge will select (1) one image to be awarded Judge’s
Choice Award.
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PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA,

2026 PPC STATE IMAGE COMPETITION RULES

Bay Photo Award of Excellence: This award is sponsored by Bay Photo Lab and the
winning entry is chosen by the staff of Bay Photo.

President’s Choice Award: An image will be selected by the current PPC President.

Certified Professional Photographer Award (CPP): The highest-scoring image from
a PPC member who is a Certified Professional Photographer.

ASP State Elite Award: This award is sponsored by Miller’s Lab. The highest-scoring
entry from an American Society of Photographers (ASP) member in good standing.

People’s Choice Award: The People’s Choice Award is sponsored by Glen and Robin
Clark and decided by online PPC members of good standing voting after the
competition ends.
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